

































































the “Second Chance” Schools of Volos and Larissa, the Alternative School of the
Therapeutic Community “Exodus,” the Municipal Center of History in Volos, the
Youth Association of the Holy Metropolis of Demetrias, the School of Iconogra-
phy Dia Heiros of the Holy Metropolis of Demetrias in Volos, the French website
on Orthodox news www.orthodoxie.com, the Volos newspaper “I Thessalia,” the
leading journal of the study of literature “Nea Hestia”, the theological journal Syn-
axis, the journals Analogion, Leimonarion, of the Holy Metropolis of Kozani, the
Publication Houses, Kastaniotis, Indiktos, Harmos and Hestia. As a result of this
scholarly activity, the Metropolis of Demetrias and the city of Volos have become
an international meeting place for encounter and dialogue.

Among the topics addressed by the Volos Academy for Theological Studies in
previous academic years were: “Orthodoxy in the 21st century,” “Church and Cul-
ture,” “Church and Eschatology,” “Orthodox Christianity and Modernity,” “Ecclesiol-
ogy and Nationalism in the Postmodern Era,” “Islam and Fundamentalism— Ortho-
dox Christianity and Globalization,” “Christian Presence and Witness in Palestine
and Middle East Today: Theological and Political Challenges,” “Orthodox Christi-
anity and Otherness,” “Gender and Religion—The Place of Women in the Church,’
“En Route to ‘In the Likeness’: Elisabeth Behr-Sigels Theological and Anthropological
Contributions to the Church,” “Women and Religion: The Problem of Violence and
Fundamentalism,” “Theology and Literature, “Theology and Modern Church Ar-
chitecture,” “The New Synaxarion: The Lives of the Saints of the Orthodox Church,’
“Toward an Ecumenical Declaration of Just Peace and Reconciliation: An Orthodox
Contribution,” “Biblical Liberation Theology, Patristic Theology, and the Ambivalence
of Modernity in Orthodox and Ecumenical Perspective,” “Orthodox Christianity and
Education: Religious Instruction as a Lesson in Identity and Culture, “Orthodox
Christianity and Multiculturalism,” “Lay Participation in Ecclesiastical Life; “Tur-
moil in Post-war Theology: the “Theology of the °60s,” “'Theological Portraits I: Panay-
iotis Trembelas: Between Tradition and Renewal, Between Academia and Mission,”
“Church and State,” “Orthodox Christianity and Islam: Islam in Europe,” “Orthodox
Christianity, Tradition, and History, “The Participation of Orthodox Women in the
Ecumenical Movement: Past, Present, and Future,” “Neo-Patristic Synthesis or Post-
Patristic Theology: Can Orthodox Theology Be Contextual?”, “The Place of Religion
in the Public Sphere,” “Issues of Renewal and Reform in Orthodoxy,” “Refugees, Im-
migrants, and the Church,” “Education through Art,” “Shifting Versions of Helleno-
Christianity (19th -20th centuries),” “The Question of Language in Worship,” “Why is
the Orthodox Doctrine of Theosis So Intriguing to Western Christians?”, “The Recep-
tion of Palamism in the West Today,” “The Teaching of Ecumenical Theology in the
Orthodox World,” “Metropolitan John Zizioulas of Pergamon: Person, Eucharist, and

the Kingdom of God in Orthodox and Ecumenical Perspective,” and more,
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The scholarly fruits of these conferences have been published under the fol-
lowing titles: Church and Eschatology, (Athens: Kastaniotis Publications), 2003 (re-
published by the Volos Academy Publications, Volos 2014); Islam and Fundamen-
talism—Orthodox Christianity and Globalization, (Athens: Indiktos Publications)
2004; Gender and Religion. The Role of Women in the Church, (Athens: Indiktos
Publications) 2004; Religion and Literature (Parts I, II, and III) in the literary journal
Nea Hestia (March 2004, March 2005, and September 2009, respectively); Ortho-
dox Theology in the 21st century, by Metropolitan of Diokleia Kallistos Ware, Senior
Lecturer at Oxford University, (Athens: Indiktos Publications), 2005; Prolegomena
on Orthodox Christianity and Modernity, by Pantelis Kalaitzidis, Director of the
Volos Academy for Theological Studies (Athens: Indiktos Publications), 2007, also
translated and published in Romanian by EIKON Publications; Orthodox Christi-
anity and Modernity (collected works), (Athens: Indiktos Publications), 2007; Tur-
moil in Post-war Theology: the Theology of the 60s (Athens: Indiktos Publications)
2009; ‘And on earth peace’... A Vision and A Demand for Societies and Churches
Today. An Orthodox Contribution (Athens: Indiktos Publications), 2010; Church
and Culture in Contemporary Greek Theology (published in French in Istina, Issue
1, January-March 2010), “Many Women Were There...” The participation of Orthodox
Women in the Ecumenical Movement: Past, Present, Future, (WCC Publications-
Volos Academy, 2011), The Christians in the Middle East (in English, in the March
2012 issue of the journal The Ecumenical Review), Biblical Theology of Liberation,
Patristic Theology and the Ambivalences of Modernity in Orthodox and Ecumenical
Perspective, (Athens: Indiktos Publications), 2012; Ecclesiology and Nationalism (in
English, in the journal St Vladimir’s Theological Quarterly 57: 3-4, 2013). Forth-
coming publications of papers presented at our Academy’s previous conferences
include, among others: Orthodox Christianity and Multiculturalism, Church and
Culture, Neo-Patristic Synthesis or Post-Patristic Theology: Can Orthodox Theology
Be Contextual?, Lay Participation in Ecclesiastical Life, and Church and State, etc.
Since 2012, the Volos Academy for Theological Studies has also been active in self-
publishing in English (in the series: “Doxa and Praxis: Exploring Orthodox Theol-
ogy, in collaboration with WCC Publications), and has already published the first
two volumes in the series: Orthodox Theology in the Twenty-first Century (Metro-
politan Kallistos Ware) and Orthodoxy and Political Theology (Pantelis Kalaitzidis).
Two additional books have been already published by the English department of
the Volos Academy Publications: Orthodox Perspectives on Ecumenical Theological
education. The Ecumenical Movement in the Theological Education and in the Life
of Orthodox Churches, Edited by Gennadios of Sassima, Laurentiu of Adreal, Pav-
el Aurel, Daniel Buda (Volos Academy Publications, Volos 2014) and Spirituality,
Power and Revolution: Contemporary Monasticism in Communist Ethiopia. Joachim
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G. Persoon. With an Overview of the Orthodox Church during Communism by
Vaclav Jezek (Volos Academy Publications, Volos 2014).

Furthermore since 2014, the Volos Academy, has entered a new and important
phase of its publishing program, by the self-publication through its publishing
House “Ekdotiki Dimitriados/Volos Academy Publications” of various works (con-
ference and seminars, public lectures and events), and also the publication of indi-
vidual works of wider theological and intellectual relevance, by Greek and foreign
authors. In this context the collective volume Church and Eschatology has been
already re-published (2014), as well as the first book in Greek translation of the
series “In Dialogue™: Jean Daniélou Essay for the mystery of History (Ekdotiki Dimi-
triados/Volos Academy Publications, Volos, 2014)

For the academic year 2014-15, the Volos Academy for Theological Studies,
continued the tradition of timely and high-level academic events, organizing im-
portant international conferences on issues such as: Political Orthodoxy and Totali-
tarianism in a post Communist Era. In parallel, The Volos Academy also organized
roundtable discussions, public events, and seminars on topics such as the “Dialogue
between theology and Psychology”, Holy Canons of the Church and State Laws, The
problem of evil and the issue of theodicy, etc.

The Volos Academy for Theological Studies in cooperation with the Holy
Metropolis of Demetrias, has established an online digital Orthodox theological
library (www.imdlibrary.gr), with free access to books, scholarly reviews and peri-
odicals, collected works, monographs and theological essays, with abstracts avail-
able in Greek, English and soon in French language, as well as links to other online
digital libraries and websites. Thanks to this initiative, the Volos Academy has been
honored to participate in the Global Digital Theological Library (GlobTheoLib:
www.globethics.net/gtl). This online library aims to use new digital models for the
exchange of information in order to contribute to the efficient transmission and ex-
change of theological knowledge, overcoming local barriers and physical difficul-
ties that impede theological communication between North and South, East and
West. The Global Online Theological Library provides registered users free access
to the full texts of hundreds of thousands (to date: 600,000) articles, theses and dis-
sertations, and other publications in various languages related to theology and the
ecumenical movement

Finally, the Volos Academy for Theological Studies features a library / reading
room, started its operation in January 2008. It is mainly intended for theologians -
teachers, as well as special groups such as clergy, students, scholars and researchers.
The collection consists of some 20,000 titles catalogued and is constantly updated
with new material. The electronic catalogue (OPAC) of the Volos Academy Library
is available on line at www.imd.gr/biblia/tb_books_list.php/

23









finding, collecting, photographing, transcription and study of manuscripts (con-
tinuous text or eklogadia) that preserve the Byzantine text type; the education and
training of specialists in the criticism of the text; the organization of conferences
and seminars; the critical editions of the New Testament text; and especially the re-
publication of the Patriarchal edition of 1904 with improvements, corrections and
the application in general of modern scientific methodology; the study and promo-
tion of any form of interpretative commentary of the text of the New Testament in
Byzantine manuscripts (liturgical manuscripts, catenae etc.); the participation in
international fora; cooperation with related research institutions abroad; the pub-
lication of an electronic journal for the dissemination of the results of the research
project; the construction and maintenance of a web page for the information of the
international academic community; and cooperation with the Eastern Orthodox
Churches for the re-publication and critical correction of the New Testament text
in use (especially in modern eklogadia) by virtue of a research of the manuscript
tradition.

This Department intends to a) fill a significant gap in research, since the re-
lated international research centers engage in other forms of textual tradition of
the ancient Church (e.g. the Alexandrian text, scrolls, ancient Latin translations,
etc.), having as its objective the closest approximation of the original text of the
New Testament, and not the restoration of “living text” in the Byzantine tradition;
b) investigate and highlight an important part of the tradition the ancient Church,
which until now has not been sufliciently exploited; c) provide substantial services
mainly to Greek-speaking Orthodox Churches by contributing to re-publication of
the text of the New Testament used in their daily liturgical practice; and d) promote
at an international scientific level the culturally invaluable and important heritage
of the Greek manuscripts of the New Testament.

Directors of the Department were appointed by the above decision of the
Board members the Volos Academy for Theological Studies:

(1) Christos Karakolis, Assoc. Professor of the New Testament, University of Ath-
ens, Member of the Editorial Committee of critical editions of the New Testament
“Nestle-Aland” and “Greek New Testament,” member of the Committee of Scien-
tific Publications of the German Bible Society, a member of the Steering Commit-
tee of the Studiorum Novi Testamenti Societas and vice President of the Committee
for the development of the New Testament in Eastern Europe, member of the Ad-
visory Board of the journal Early Christianity, of the Colloquium Oecumenicum
Paulinum and Colloquium Ioanneum.

(2) Aikaterini Tsalampouni, Assist. Professor of New Testament at Thessaloniki
Aristotle University, member of the Steering Committee of the European Associa-
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