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Challenges of the Religious studies (RS) in Bulgaria
• RS by definition means an objective, confessionally impartial study of religions, 

religious behaviors, beliefs and institutions. It evolves, besides theology and 
history of religion, many other disciplines and their methodologies, including 
anthropology, philosophy, sociology, psychology, thus applying interdisciplinary 
approach.

• Both essential aspects of RS raise challenge to a post-socialist society:
• interdisciplinary approach (ideological and bureaucratic interference in 

science for many decades disrupted normal bounds of its branches and left a 
legacy of corporate monopoly)

• confessional impartiality (the pressure of socialist state on the Church put it in 
a defensive position and stimulated the most conservative tendencies in its life. 
That is why even today RS are regarded with suspicion in clerical circles.)

• Nevertheless…



Academic activities in the field of Religious studies in 
Bulgaria
• On regular basis:

• BA degree program “Religion in Europe”, Faculty of Theology, Sofia University
• Center for the Study of Religions, Sofia University (https://www.uni-

sofia.bg/index.php/eng/the_university/centres/centre_for_the_study_of_religions)
• Balkan Summer School on Religions and Public Life, Department of Theology, 

University of Plovdiv, 2011- (https://portals.uni-plovdiv.net/en/web/logos.etn/bssrpl)
• Development of working tools, Department of Cyrillo-Methodian Studies , Center for 

Advanced Studies of Patristic and Byzantine Spiritual Legacy at Sofia University; 
Bulgarian Academy of Sciences

• Singular events:
• Conferences on comparative theology, organized in Bulgaria by the Center for 

Advanced Studies of Patristic and Byzantine Spiritual Legacy

https://www.uni-sofia.bg/index.php/eng/the_university/centres/centre_for_the_study_of_religions
https://portals.uni-plovdiv.net/en/web/logos.etn/bssrpl


Data sets and research tools developed in Bulgaria

• Because of the lack of time I included in my presentation only the most 
advanced working tools and datasets, which are of highest heuristic 
value to the religious studies.



Electronic diachronic corpus of Old-Slavonic texts with 
search and morphological analysis instruments, integrated 
dictionaries and indexes

• 146 Old Slavonic (Old Bulgarian) texts dated 10th to 18th c
• Search engine
• Old Slavonic (Old Bulgarian) Dictionary of the Classical Period 9th/11th 

century and  reversed Greek-Old Bulgarian dictionary
• Grammatical Taggers for Medieval Slavonic Texts
• Dictionary of Patriarch Euthymios (14th c)
• Terminological Dictionary of the early 10th century Old Slavonic Language



Electronic diachronic corpus of 146 Old-Slavonic texts 
dated 10th to 18th c

https://histdict.uni-sofia.bg/textcorpus/list

... ...

https://histdict.uni-sofia.bg/textcorpus/list


Diachronic corpus. Search engine

https://histdict.uni-sofia.bg/textcorpus/search

https://histdict.uni-sofia.bg/textcorpus/search


Diachronic corpus. Old Slavonic Dictionary of the Classical
Period 9th/11th century and reversed

Greek-Old Bulgarian dictionary

https://e-medievalia.uni-sofia.bg/moodle/mod/data/view.php?id=1869https://histdict.uni-sofia.bg/oldbgdict/oldbg_search/

https://e-medievalia.uni-sofia.bg/moodle/mod/data/view.php?id=1869
https://histdict.uni-sofia.bg/oldbgdict/oldbg_search/


Diachronic corpus. Greek – Church Slavonic dictionary 
(forthcoming)

14 625 (Greek) dictionary entries
33 307 Greek - Old Church Slavonic lexical parallels

Including it in the 
Diachronic corpus would 
add to our knowledge about 
the history of religious 
language of Eastern 
Orthodox Slavs. 



Diachronic corpus. Grammatical Taggers for Medieval Slavonic 
Texts

https://histdict.uni-sofia.bg/dictionary/show/d_00136#

https://histdict.uni-sofia.bg/dictionary/show/d_00136


Diachronic corpus. Dictionary of Patriarch Euthymius (14th c)

https://histdict.uni-sofia.bg/evtdict/evt_search/

https://histdict.uni-sofia.bg/evtdict/evt_search/


Diachronic corpus. Terminological Dictionary of the early 10th c
Old Slavonic Language

https://histdict.uni-sofia.bg/trmdict/trm_search/

https://histdict.uni-sofia.bg/trmdict/trm_search/


Thesaurus Linguae Maximi Confessoris
Center for Advanced Studies of Patristic and Byzantine Spiritual Legacy (CASPBSL, Sofia University) in 
cooperation with Saint Tikhon's Orthodox University of the Humanities (STOUH, Moscow, Russia), the Moscow 
Theological Academy (MTA, Sergiev Posad, Russia). The Thesaurus is a result of cooperation within the St. 
Maximus the Confessor’s International Theological-Scientific Centre based in Tbilisi (Georgia).

• St Maximus’ works 17 (7 of which are still not on TLG)
• Word-forms 38 703
• References 379 029 
• Pages 2 163 (Font 10 pt.)

http://theol.uni-sofia.bg/caspbl/tlmc/

http://theol.uni-sofia.bg/caspbl/tlmc/




The meaning of the RESILIENCE Project

• Become the main European research infrastructure for all Religious 
Studies

• Provide fast and high-quality access to research data on religion
• Serve the scholarly community of Religious Studies through listening 

to their needs
• Construct junctions of excellent research on religion as well as centers 

for information and studies for the wider public



How RESILIENCE helps Bulgarian scholars, 
PhD and MA students etc.
• Developing new and sustainable techniques to recover and present research 

data
• Inserting into the public discourse religious expertise and related cultural 

competence.
• Supporting the stakeholders in modelling public programmes, cultural 

strategies, societal choices, diplomatic positions
• Initiating tools and methods for products and cost-effective services related 

to religion
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Thank you!

Prof. Ivan Christov, PhD
ichri@theo.uni-sofia.bg
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